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With the development of our economy and the growing urbanization, more and 
more extra work force from the rural areas is moving into the cities, thus, the group of 
peasant-workers is growing. Most of them are young people who are married and 
have children. However, because of the limitation of certain factors, their children 
have to be left in the rural areas, forging the group of left-behind children in Rural 
China. Lacking the custody, the rights of left-behind children in Rural China are apt to 
be damaged and lots of tragedies happen on them. Their rights of security, health, 
education and development are continuously violated. An increasing number of loving 
people care about them, but our current law is too weak to protect their rights. 
Moreover, the existing articles mainly talk about how to take care of left-behind 
children by sociological method and papers that systematically study left-behind 
children in the theme of custody are much less. The existing papers that talk about the 
custody of left –behind children are usually scattered and not systematic. That is not 
enough. So, this paper is trying to systematically study the custody of left-behind 
children in Rural China. It aims at studying the problems in the custody of left-behind 
children and finding the right way to protect the rights of left-behind children. Protect 
the right of left-behind children with the weapon of law. 
Besides the preface and the conclusion, this paper is consisted by three parts: 
The first chapter, the General Situation of Left-Behind Children’s Custody in 
Rural China, includes two subchapters, the Custody of Left-Behind Children in 
Summery and the Current type of Left-Behind Children’s Custody in Rural China. 
Chapter 1 generalizes the definition of the left-behind children in Rural China, the 
conception of the custody of left-behind children in Rural China, the existing four 
patterns of the custody and their characteristics. The four types of custody it 
mentioned in this paper are as follows, that children are respectively under the 
guardianship of single-parent, grandparents, relatives and elder brothers and sisters. 















The second chapter, the Problems in Current Custody of Left-Behind Children in 
Rural China and the Causes, contains two subchapters, the Threats Probably Led by 
Current Custody of Left-Behind Children in Rural China and the Causes of the 
Deficiency in Right Custody of Left-Behind Children in Rural China. This part 
analyses that left-behind children’s right is apt to be violated in security, health, 
education and development for current custody. It also finds the reasons for the 
custody deficiency from family custody, the law and the regional difference between 
urban and rural areas. It tries to find out the key to the problems. 
The third chapter, Suggestion to Improve the System of Custody of Left-Behind 
Children in Rural China, is consisted by three subchapters, Perfect the Right of 
Left-Behind Children in Rural China in Law, Construct the Legal Custody System 
and Set up Legal Supervision over the Custody System. This part tries to find 
solutions through the perfecting law, authorized custody and constructing the system 
of custody and supervision, so that we can truly protect the rights of left-behind 
children in Rural China. 
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毛草坪小学 26 个留守儿童的 220 篇日记，他们平均年龄 9 岁，用稚嫩却真实朴
素的语言记载了生活中的点点滴滴以及自己对生活的领悟。全书共 220 篇日记、
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